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History-Social Science Content Standards addressed in Constitution Day Power Point 
Presentation, to be supplemented with study guides, Discussion Guide and discussion 
questions/activities/assignments for follow up with students, grades 9-12. 
 
 

 
Historical & Social Science Analysis Skills Grades 9-12 

 
Chronological and Spatial Thinking 

 
1. Students compare the present with the past, evaluating the consequences of past events 
and decisions and determining the lessons that were learned. 
 
2. Students analyze how change happens at different rates at different times; understand 
that some aspects can change while others remain the same; and understand that change 
is complicated and affects not only technology and politics but also values and beliefs. 
 

Historical Interpretation 
 
1. Students show the connections, causal and otherwise, between particular historical 
events and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments 
 
2. Students recognize the complexity of historical causes and effects, including the 
limitations on determining cause and effect. 
 
4. Students understand the meaning, implication, and impact of historical events and 
recognize that events could have taken other directions. 
 

 
World History, Culture & Geography: The Modern World Grade 10 

Students in 10th grade study major turning points that shaped the modern world, from the 
late 18th century through the present, including the cause and course of the 2 world wars. 
They trace the rise of democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical 
roots of current world issues, especially as they pertain to international relations. They 
extrapolate from the American experience that democratic ideals are often achieved at a 
high price, remain vulnerable, and are not practiced everywhere in the world. Students 
develop an understanding of current world issues and relate them to their historical, 
geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts. Students consider multiple 
accounts of events in order to understand international relations from a variety of 
perspectives.  
 

 



10.1 Students relate the moral and ethical principles in ancient Greek and Roman 
philosophy, in Judaism, and in Christianity to the development of Western political 
thought. 

 
3. Consider the influence of the U.S. Constitution on political systems in the 
contemporary world. 

 
10.2 Students compare and contrast the Glorious Revolution of England, the American 
Revolution, and the French Revolution and their enduring effects worldwide on the 
political expectations for self-government and individual liberty. 
 
 2. List the Principles of the following: 

• Magna Carta 
• English Bill of Rights (1689) 
• American Declaration of Independence (1776) 
• French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen (1789) 
• United States Bill of Rights (1791) 

 
 

U.S. History and Geography: Continuity & Change in the 20th Century Grade 11 
Students in the 11th Grade study the major turning points in American history in the 20th 

century. Following a review of the nation’s beginnings and the impact of the 
Enlightenment on U.S. democratic ideals, students build upon the 10th grade study of 
global industrialization to understand the emergence and impact of new technology and a 
corporate economy, including the social and cultural effects. They trace the change in the 
ethnic composition of American society; the movement toward equal rights for racial 
minorities and women; and the role of the U.S. as a major world power. An emphasis is 
placed on the expanding role of the federal government and federal courts as well as the 
continuing tension between the individual and the state. Students consider the major 
social problems of our time and trace their causes in historical events. They learn that 
the U.S. has served as a model for other nations and that the rights and freedoms we 
enjoy are not accidents, but the results of a defined set of political principles that are not 
always basic to citizens of other countries. Students understand that our rights under the 
U.S. Constitution are a precious inheritance that depends on an educated citizenry for 
their preservation and protection. 

 
11.1 Students analyze the significant events in the founding of the nation and its attempts 
to realize the philosophy of government described in the Declaration of Independence. 
 

2. Analyze the ideological origins of the American Revolution, the Founding 
Fathers’ philosophy of divinely bestowed unalienable natural rights, the debates 
on the drafting and ratification of the Constitution, and the addition of the Bill of 
Rights. 

 
11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting 
moral, social, and political impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty. 



 
5. Describe the principles of religious liberty found in the Establishment and Free 
Exercise clauses of the First Amendment, including the debate on the issue of 
separation of church and state. 

 
11.5 Students analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, and cultural 
developments of the 1920’s. 
 

2. Analyze the international and domestic events, interests, and philosophies that 
prompted attacks on civil liberties, including the Palmer Raids, Marcus Garvey’s 
“Back to Africa” movement, the Ku Klux Klan, and immigration quotas and the 
responses of organizations such as the American Civil Liberties Union, the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the Anit-
Defamation League to those attacks. 
 
3. Examine the passage of the 18th Amendment to the Constitution and the 
Volstead Act (prohibition). 
 
4. Analyze the passage of the 19th Amendment and the changing role of women in 
society. 

 
11.10 Students analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights. 
 

6. Analyze the passage and effects of civil rights and voting rights legislation 
(e.g., 1964 Civil Rights Act, 1965 Voting Rights Act) and the 24th Amendment, 
with an emphasis on equality of access to education and to the political process. 
 
7. Analyze the women’s rights movement from the era of Elizabeth Stanton and 
Susan Anthony and the passage of the 19th Amendment to the movement 
launched in the 1960’s, including differing perspectives on the roles of women. 

 
 

Principles of American Democracy & Economics Grade 12 
Students in 12th grade pursue a deeper understanding of the institutions of American 
government. They compare systems of government in the world today and analyze the 
history and changing interpretations of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the 
current state of the legislative, executive, and judiciary branches of government. An 
emphasis is placed on analyzing the relationship among federal, state, and local 
governments, with particular attention paid to important historical documents such as the 
Federalist Papers. These standards represent the culmination of civil literacy as students 
prepare to vote, participate in community activities, and assume the responsibilities of 
citizenship. 
 
12.1 Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American 
democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents of 
American democracy. 



 
4. Explain how the Founding Fathers’ realistic view of human nature led directly 
to the establishment of a constitutional system that limited the power of the 
governors and the governed as articulated in the Federalist Papers. 

 
6. Understand that the Bill of Rights limits the powers of the federal government 
and state governments. 

 
12.2 Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and 
obligations as democratic citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are 
secured. 
 

1. Discuss the meaning and importance of each of the rights guaranteed under the 
Bill of Rights and how each is secured (e.g. freedom of religion, speech, press, 
assembly, petition and privacy). 

 
12.4 Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the 3 branches of 
government as established by the U.S. Constitution. 
 

2. Explain the process through which the Constitution can be amended. 
 
12.5 Students summarize landmark U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of the 
Constitution and its amendments. 
 

1. Understand the changing interpretations of the Bill of Rights over time, including 
interpretations of the basic freedoms (religion, speech, press, petition and 
assembly) articulated in the First Amendment and the due process and equal-
protection-of-the-law clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

 
12.7 Students analyze and compare the powers and procedures of the national, state, 
tribal, and local governments. 
 

4. Discuss the 9th and 10th Amendments and interpretations of the extent of the 
federal government’s power. 

 
 


